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once more, the Viceroy bluntly refused it. Gandhi thought it was
time for him to tour the country for an all-India agitation.
Before launching the campaign, Gandhi applied for an interview
with the Viceroy, which was immediately granted. Lord Chelmsford
promised to be helpful but would give no definite assurance. Gandhi
began his tour from Bombay. On February 9, a meeting was convened
under the auspices of the Imperial Citizenship Association to
condemn the inhuman system of indentured labour. The resolution
was framed in the executive committee of the association, which was
attended by Dr. Stanley Reed, Lallubhai Samaldas, K. Natarajan
and Petit. The resolution demanded abolition of the system "by the
3ist May 1917" and it was passed at a public meeting in Bombay,
and meetings throughout India resolved accordingly.
Gandhi visited Karachi, Calcutta and other places to address
enthusiastic meetings. He used to travel alone shadowed by the
police. The fellow passengers used to take him to be a sadhu and
protest against the harassment of a harmless man. It was a job for
Gandhi to pacify the passengers. He had not then received "the
stamp of Mahatmaship", though the shout of that name was quite
common where people knew him.
Simultaneously with Gandhi's agitation, a women's deputation
consisting of Lady Tata, Mrs. Petit, Dilshad Begum and other pro-
minent persons waited upon the Viceroy. Lord Chelmsford gave
them an encouraging reply. Public agitation and preparedness for
satyagraha compelled the Viceroy to stop the indenture emigration
from India on April 12. Though the ban was meant for the duration
of war, the indenture system was altogether abolished on January i,
1920* It was as long ago as 1894 when Gandhi drafted the first peti-
tion protesting against the system and then had strongly hoped that
this semi-slavery would some day be brought to an end.
There was another obnoxious system of labour prevailing on the
plantations in India. Gandhi had seen packets of indigo, but did not
know that it was grown and manufactured at great hardships by
thousands of agriculturists. The woes of the cultivators Gandhi first
heard at the Congress session in 1916. Rajkumar Shukla, an agri-
culturist from Bihar, who was filled with a passion "to wash away the
stain of indigo", caught hold of Gandhi at Lucknow. He even had
insisted that a friend of labourers in South Africa should move the
resolution from the Congress platform. Gandhi would not do it